


TAMING THE RIVER
The stop banks are

part of the Waipaoa
Flood Control Scheme,
designed in 1949. The
scheme took 25 years
from initial planning until
it was declared complete
in 1973. This dramatically
changed land use on the
Gisborne Flats — from sheep, maize and pumpkins to
a mix of vineyards and food crops with multi-million-
dollar earning capacity — and protected homes and
livelihoods across 9,900ha.The M ori name of the river
is associated with Wai-o-P 0a, the river of P oa. The
great chief P oa lived with his people in the forest of the
mountainous interior of the East Coast district.
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